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Amcnclmc iils to the ClLiims: 
Thiy listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Ustintj; ofClaim s: 

I . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method for encouraging users of 
a computer network to access dynamic pricing information on the computer network, the method 
comprising: 

distributing over the computer network to a fi rst luser eneHoi^iioi^e-iiseFs-of the computer 
network a modular computer program that displays a stream ofdynamic pricing information 
coIlecte(l from a phirality of sources on the computer network; 

Fe ceiving l f<>Ri--ft43<^t'WWf^H^piri-i4 en a flubs ei-o^f-dynamic-priGing-informatioH^ 

presenting to the t^He-efH^ofe^ser^-first ii scr of the modular computer program an 
interactive visual indication of a uscr^attractivc resource available on the computer network, the 
user-attractive resource providing an incentive, independent of the dynamic pricing information, 
to use the modular computer program, wherein the interactive visual indication of the user- 
attractive resource is visually embedded within the stream ofdynamic pricing information 
displayed by the moduku* computer prograni;l[ and]} 

reccivinu from the fir st user inpu t ide nti fyinu selected dynami c pricing infor mation: and 
communicating the subset-of dynamic pricing information selected by the first user to a 
second user for display at a modular computer proigrani, cx ecutinu on a computer system 
associa ted with the second user, that displays to the scx^ondjifscr a stream ofdynamic pricing 
hW"ornialioriH>pcrated-b-y^he-seeond"ent4t-y. 

2. (Original) The method of elairti 1 wherein the modular computer program 
comprises a Java-based applet. 
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3. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising collectint; dynamic pricing 
infomialion from the computer network. 

4. (Original) The method of claii^i 1 wherein the computer network comprises the 
Internet. 

5. (Original) The method of chiim I wherein the computer network comprises a 
virtual private network. 

6. (Original) The method of claim I wherein distributing the modular computer 
program comprises pushing a copy of the modular computer program to one or more users of the 
computer network, 

7. (Original) The metho<l of claim I wherein distributing the modular computer 
program comprises enabling users of the computer network to pull a copy of (he modular 
computer program. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein distributing the modular computer 
program comprises sending tlie modular computer program lo a user of the computer network 
through an electronic mail system. 

9. (Original) The method of claim \ wherein distributing the modular computer 
program comprises sending the modular computer program to a user of the computer network 
through an instant messaging system. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising causing the 
modular con)putcr progranj to display the stream of dynamic pricing information collected from 
ihe cotnputcr iietwork. 
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1 1 . (Previously Prcsctuod) The method ofclaiin 10 wlicrcin \hc strofim ordy)iamic 
pricing information that is displayed varies based on user inpuL 

1 2. (Previously .Presented) The method of clahn 1 1 wherein Ihc stream of dynamic 
pricing inromialion has a predefined taxonomy, and wherein the user can seicclively view 
different levels of the taxonomy. 

13. (Original) The nielhod of claim 1 wherein the inleraciive visual indication 
comprises n glyph. 

J 4. (Original) The method of claim I wherein the interactive visual indication 
comprises an interactive hnk to the user-attraclive resource. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein the interactive link comprises a 
uniform resource locator (URL) tag. 

16. (Original) '!'hc method of claim 1 wherein the uscr-altraclive resource comprises 
a contest. 

17. (Original) The method of claim I wherein the user-attractive resource comprises 
a reward program. 

18. (Original) The method of claim I wherein the user-attractive resource comprises 
a coupon, 

19. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the user-attractive resource comprises 
an adveniscmcnt. 
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20. (Original) The method ofclaim I whci'cia the uscr-attJ'acUvc resource comprises 
a nnitli-mcdia presentation. 

2L (Original) Tlic method of claim 1 further comprising providing a user with access 
10 the user-altractive resource upon sensing that the user selected the interactive visual 
indication, 

22. (Original) The method of claim I wherein the modular computer program 
displays dynamic pncing information in a ticker display fomiai. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein a plurality of instances of the modular 
computer program are presented to a user concurrently. 

24. (Original) The method of claim 23 wherein each of the plurality of instances of 
the modular computer program includes one or more associated visual indications of a user- 
attractive resource available on the computer network. 

25. (Original) The method of claim 24 wherein each of the one or more visual 
indications can he the same as or diflerent from the visual indications on other instances of the 
modular computer program. 

26. (Original) The method of claim 24 wherein each of the one or more visual 
indications can correspond to the same or different user-attractive resources as the visual 
indications on other instances of the modijkir computer program. 
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27. (Currently amctidcd ) A coiiipulcr-iiiiplcincntcd sjystcm for encouraging users of a 
corr^puter network lo ;iccess dynaiDic pricing information on liic cotnpulcr network, the system 
comprising; 

a plurality oTsourccs of dynamic pricing infomiatjon; 

a tnodular computer program comprising instixictions to perform the following 
operations: 

receive dynamic pricing information from the plurality of dynamic pricing 
information sources; 

display the received dynamic pricing information in a strc;un to a first user of the 
modular computer program; 

receive from [|a]]the first user seieetkni-informalion identifying a subset- selection 
of the received dynamic pricing information; 

send the received selection information from f|a]| the tlrst user to a second user; 

and 

present to the second user of the modular computer program an interactive visual 
indication of n uscr-allraclivc resource available on the computer network that was 
selected by the tirst user and sent to the second user, (he user-attractive resource 
providing an incentive, independent of the dynamic pricing infomialion, to use the 
modular computer program, wherein the interactive visual indication of the user- 
attractive resource is visually embedded within the stream of dynamic pricing 
information displayed by the modular computer program. 

28. (Original) The system of claim 27 wherein tlic modular computer prograjn 
comprises a Java-based applet, 

29. (Original) The system of claim 27 wherein the modular computer program 
iuithcr comprises inslructiuns to receive dynamic pricing information from the computer 
network. 
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30. (Original) The system of claiiii 27 wherein the compuicr network comprises the 
Ijitcrnct, 

31 . (Origiiiiil) The system of claim 27 wherein the computer network comprises a 
virtual private network. 

32. (Original) The system of elaim 27 wherein the dynamic pricing informal ion that 
is displayed (o the user varies based on user input. 

33. (Original) The system of claim 32 wherein the dynamic pricing information has a 
predefined taxonomy, and wherein the modulnr computer program further comprises instructions 
to allow a user to selectively view dilTerent levels of the taxonomy. 

34. (Original) The system of claim 27 wherein the interactive visual indication 
comprises a glyph, 

35. (Original) The system of claim 27 wherein the interactive visual indication 
comprises an inieractivc hnk to the uscr-atiraclive resource. 

36. (Previously Presented) Tlic system of claim 34 wherein an interactive visual 
indication comprises a link associated with a uniform resource locator (LI R(*) tag. 

37. (Original) The system of claim 27 wherein the user-allraclive resource comprises 
a contest. 

38. (Original) 'fhc system of claim 27 wherein the user-attractive resource comprises 
a reward program. 
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39. (Original) The sysieni of claim 27 wherein ihe iiser-utiraciive resource comprises 
a coupon. 

40. (Original) The syslcni of claim 27 wherein the user-allraciive resource comprises 
an atlvcrlisemcnt. 

41 . (Original) The system of claim 27 wherein the user-attractive resource a)mprises 
a multi-media presentation. 

42. (Oriii,inal) The system ofchiim 27 wherein the moduhir computer program 
llirther compristis instructions to provide a user with access to the uscr-altractive resource upon 
sensing that the user selccied the interactive visual indication. 

43. (Original) The system of claim 27 wherein the modular computer proyram 
disphiys dynamic pricing information in a ticker display format. 

44. (Original) The system of ctaim 27 wherein a plurahty of instances of the modular 
computer program art; presented to a user concurrently, 

45. (Previously Presented) 'I1ic system of claim 43 wherein each of a plurality of 
instances of the modular computer program includes one or more associated visual indications of 
a uscr-attractive resource available on the computer network. 

46. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 45 wherein one or more visual 
indications can be the same as or different from the visual indications on other instaJiccs of the 
modular computer program. 
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47. (Previously Presented) The system of cliiim 45 wherein each of the one or more 
visual iJKlicatioius can coiTespond lo ihe same or different user-attractive resources as Die visual 
indications on other instances of the modniar coniputcr program, 

48- (Currcnlly Amended) A computcr-implenienled melhod for encouraging users of 
a computer network to access a dynamic pricing system, M?.e_l[5Cihpd comprisiiig: 

presenting a user-inlcrface that displays a stream of dynamic pricing infonnalion 
collected from a pUirahty of sources on the computer network and displays an interactive visual 
indication of a uscr-attraclivc resource available on the computer network, the user-attractive 
resource providing an inccnlive, independent of the dynamic pricing infomiation, lo use the 
modular computer program, wherein the interactive visual indication of the user-attractive 
resource available is visually embedded within the stream of dynamic pricing information 
displayed by the user-interface; 

receiving input from a first user specifying information for display to another user by a 
modular computer program; and 

cnabh'ng display of the first user-specified information by a modular computer program 
associated with another tiscr. 

49. (Previously Presented) Computer soflware, embodied in a tangible medium or in 
a propagated carrier signal or both, for encouraging users of a computer network to access a 
dynamic pricing system, the software comprising instructions to cause a computer system to 
perform operations comprising: 

present a user-interface that displays a stream of dynamic pricing infonnation collected 
from a plurality ol sources on the computer network and displays an interactive visual indication 
of a user-attractive resource available on the computer network, the user-attractive resource 
providing an incentive, independent of the dynamic pricing infonnation, ro use the modular 
computer program, wherein the interactive visual indication of the user-attractive resource is 
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visually embedded within ihc strtiam ordynaniic pricing inlbmiation displayed by Ihc user- 
interlace; and 

(ranslbr inlbrmaiion selected by a first user for display to a second user. 

50. (Previously Presented) Tiic compulcr sollwarc of claim 49 wlicrcin the computer 
instaictions arc embodied as a Java-based applet. 

51. (Previously Presented) The computer software ofchuTn 49 further comprising 
compulcr insiniciions for receiving dynamic pricing inibrmation from the computer network. 

52. (Previously Presented) The computer software of claim 49 wherein the compulcr 
network on which said software communicates comprises the Intenict. 

53. (Previously Presented) The computer software of claim 49 wherein Ihc computer 
network comprises a virtual private network. 

54. (Previously Presented) The computer software of claim 49 wherein the dynamic 
pricing information that is displayed varies based on user input. 

55. (Previously Presented) The computer software of chiim 49 wherein the dynamic 
pricing information has a predefined taxonomy, and wherein the eompiUor software furtlicr 
comprises instructions to allow a user to selectively view diifercnl levels of the taxonomy. 

56. (Previously Presented) The computer software of claim 49 wherein the 
interactive visual indication comprises a glyph. 

57. (Previously Presented) The computer software of claim 49 wherein the 
interactive visual indication comprises an interactive link to the user-attractive resource. 
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5S. (PrcvioiLsly PrCvScnleci) The computer software of claim 57 wherein Ihe 
interactive link comprises a unifonn resource locator (URL) lag, 

59. (Previously Presented) The computer software of claim 49 wherein the ascr- 
attraclive resource comprises a contest. 

60. (Previously Prcsenlcd) Tlic computer software of claim 4f> wherein the user- 
dtlractivc resource comprises a reward proi^ram. 

61 . (Previously Presented) The computer soft ware of claim 49 wherein the user- 
attractive resource comprises a coupon. 

62. (Previously Presented) The computer software of claim 49 wherein the user- 
attractive resource comprises an advertisement. 

63. (Previously Presented) The computer sollwitro oJ' claim 49 wherein the uscr- 
a I tractive resource comprises a muUi -media presentation. 

64. (Previously Presented) The computer software of claim 49 further comprising 
in.stiiictions for providing a user with access to tlio uscr*atlractivc resource upon sensing that the 
user selected the interactive visual indication. 

65. (Previously Presented) The computer soltware of claim 49 wherein the dynamic 
pricing infomialion is displayed in a ticker display formal. 

66. (Previously Presented) The computer software of claim 49 wherein a plurality of 
instances of the software can execute concurrently. 
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